132	THE   FIRST   NIZAM
deciding as it did the future of the political domination of the
Deccan and laying the foundation of the State of Haiderabad.
This battle established the virtual independence of the
Nizams in the Deccan.1
The disposition of Nizamu'l-Mulk's forces in this battle
was as follows:
The vanguard was placed under Qadir Dad Khan, a
relative of Nizamu'l-Mulk on his mother's side. Talib
Muhiu'b-Din Khan, grandson of S'adu'llah Khan, was
put in charge of the right wing and the left wing was given
to Ismail Khan and MuzafFar Khan Khaishgi. Kunwar
Chand, son of Chatrasal Bundela, with a troop of Bundela
soldiers, was placed under Barqandaz Khan, commander of
artillery and 'Ata Yar Khan. 'Iwaz Khan was on the left
wing of Nizamul-Mulk. Jamal Khan, Muqarrab Khan
Deccan!, Khan-i-cAlam Deccani, Mutahawwar Khan
Khaishgi and Aziz Beg Khan Harisi were placed under clwaz
1 Nizamu'l-Mulk never openly claimed severance of the Deccan from the
Central Government. But practically since 1724, he carried on the Govern-
ment of the six Subahs of the Deccan, without any reference to Delhi, un-
hampered in the exercise of all the sovereign attributes of a State. He conducted
wars, concluded treaties, conferred titles without asking permission from the
Imperial Government. But his loyalty to the Emperor remained unshaken.
He refrained from the use of the scarlet or imperial umbrella. Coins continued
to be struck in the name of the Emperor and his name in the Khutba (Friday
Sermon) continued to be read throughout the Deccan. Even in his testament,
Nizamu'1-Mulk advised his successor to keep intact the traditional relations
of loyalty with the Imperial Government. The tenth article of the testament
runs thus:
That he (whom-so-ever it may concern) should know that the state of the
Deccan depends upon the subservience and service and that he should never
allow himself to be remiss in respect due to the Emperor. If he did so, he
would be the object of contempt of God and man. When the powerful king
of Persia (Nadir Shah) was in Delhi, he offered me one day in his graciousness,
the Empire of Hindustan. On this I at once said that I and my ancestors
had, from ancient times, been in the service of the King of Delhi and that
such impropriety of conduct on my part would make me notorious as one
untrue to salt. And the Emperor would call me false and treacherous. Since
his (Nadir Shah's) elevated mind could appreciate the significance of my
words, he liked my reply and praised me.
According to the statement of Tazkiratu'l-Muluk (of Muhammad Yahya
Khan) and Ahwdltfl-Khawdqw (of Muhammad Qasim Aurangabadl) some
astrologer had prophesied that if Nizamu'1-Mulk so desired he could sit on a
throne. But he is reported to have repudiated the suggestion, saying, "May
throne and umbrella bring good fortune to him who holds them! My business
is to preserve my honour, and if this be mine what need have I of an Imperial
throne9* (cited by Irvine, op. cit., vol. II, p. 154).

